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Entered into by the Rulers 0( Travancore and
Cochin-for the Formation of t‘he '
United State of Travancore and Cochin,

THE COVENANT.

We, the Rulers of Travaocore and Cochin, do heéc?by,e;:g
the concurrence and guarantee of the Government of Ig 1a,¥ :
.ato the following Covenant: ' 2

Article 1. gAs from the ficst day of July, 1949, the St:t:::a;,)-f
Travancore and Cochin shall be united in and 51'18:” form, og'n ] ;ﬁm’;
with a.common Executive Legislature and Judiciary, by t ecqn'v
of THE UNITED STATE OF TRAVANCORE AND COCi 5

Axticle 2. In the succeeding Articles of this Covenant, the first
day of July, 1549, is referred to as the appointed day, .the States
of Travancore and Cochin are referred to as the Covenautmg-Stnles
anc the United State of Travancore and Cochin is referred to asfie
Urited State,

Ariicie 9. As from the appointed day, —(a) all rights, autho-

rity and jurisdiction, belonging to the Ruler of either of the
Covenanting States which appertain or are incidental to the QOV:‘m-
ment of that State shall vest in the United State; (b) all duties ind

- obligations of the Ruler of either of the Covenanting States pertaizing

or incidental to the Government of that State shall devolve on ths
United State, and shall be discharged by it; and (c) all the assets :ad
dzbilities of either Covenanting State shall be the assets and liabili—
ties of the United State,
4 Arlicle 4, (1) There shall be a Raj Pramukh for the Upted
State,

(¢) The preseat Ruler of Travancore shall be the first Raj
Pramukh and shall be entitled to bold office during his , life~time. |

7yue == N




&

(3) Inthe event of g permanent vacancy arising in the‘o‘fﬁce ‘
of the Raj Pramukh by death, resignation or any other reason, such
vacancy shall be filled in such manner as the Governor-General of -
India may prescribe. RO :
(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Article, if the
Raj Pramukh is by reason of absence or illness or for any other
reason unable to perform the duties of his office, those duties shall
until he bas resumed them be performed in such manner as the
Governor-General of India may prescribe. : o
driicle 5. To enable the Raj Pramukh to discharge. conveni-
cutly and with dignity the duties of his office, he shall be paid such
allowances as may be prescribed by the Governor-General of India
from time to time. : ‘ Cris A

Article 6, Subject. to the provisions of this Covenant, the
cXecutive authority of ‘he United Sta( ~haii be exercised by the
Kaj Pramukh cither directly or through officers sutordinate to him;
but nothing in this article shall prevent any competent Legislature
of the Uniteg State from conferring functions upon subordinate
authorities or be deemed to transfer to the Raj Pramukh any func-
tions conferred by any existing law on any court, Judge or oflicer or
any local or other authority in either of the Covenanting States. -

Arlicle 7, (1) There shall bea Council of Ministers to aid
2od advise the Raj Pramukh in the exercise of his functions save as
provided in Articles 12 and 1135 ‘.

(2) The Ministers shall be chosen by and shall hold office
during the pleasure of the Raj Pramukh.

Arlicle 8, (4) The obligation of the Covenanting State of
Travancore to contribute from its general revenues a sum of Rs. 50
lakhs every year to the Devaswom Fund as provided forin the
Devaswom (A mendment) Proclamation, 1123 M. E., and a sum.of
Rs, oge Jakl) every year to Srec Pandaravaga referred to in Proviso




Section 23 of the Tra
23 M. E.. shall, for the appointed day, be
Jnited S?'a'te' gmd the said amounts shall b

%“ ad the. Raj Pramukh shall cause the said amounls to be
: wwﬂ;g: to th?'rravancore Devaswom Board and the gf&:ﬁ
' tive Officer referred to in sub-clause (b) of this Article) respe e

(b) The administration of Sree Padmanabhaswamy Temple,
Sree Pandaravaga proper

ties and all other properties and fun 7
the said temple now vested in tr I

ust in the Ruler of the Covenanting
State of Travancore and the sum of Rs. One lakh trgnsferged'frdrg
year 10 year under the provisions of Clause (a) of this Article, and
lakhs of rupees contributed from

year to year to-

e cxom diture in the Sree Padmanabhaswamy temple under

wards the expen :
Sub-claus® (c? of this article, shall, with eflect from the first day of
+ 1949 be conducted, subject to the control and supervision

Ruler of Travancore, by an Executive Officer appointegl by
sim.  There shall be a Comumittee known by the name of the Sree
Prd~enabhaswamy Temple Committee composed of three .Hm{lu
Membars 1o be nominated by the Ruler of Travancore to advise him
in (he discharge of his functions: Suits by oragainst the Sree Padma-
nzbhaswamy Temple or in respect of its properties shall be instituted.
in the same of the said Executive Officer.. s

'¢) The administration of the incorporated and unincorpo-
rated Devaswoms and of Hindu Religious Tnstitutions and

~ Ecgowments, and all their properties and funds as well as the fund
* * coostituted under the Devaswom Proclamation® 1097 M. E. and the

' surpius fund coostituted under the Devaswom (Amendment) Pro-

clamation, 1122 M. E., which are under the management of the
g Ruler of the Covenzating State of Travancore and the sum of Rs.

o0 lextis trzncferred ir t der ¢ i

v s tznsferred from year to year under clause (a) shall with ‘
£hect frem toe first day of August 1949, vest in a Board known by |
e nzme of the Travancore Devaswom Board. An annual contri=
buticn of five lakhs of rupees shall be made by the Travancore
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d sum of Rs. 50 lakhs towards

Devaswom Board from the aforesal
the expenditure in the Sree Padmanabhaswamy Temple.

(d) The administration of the incorpc'l'at"‘1 and unmcorgo-
rated Devaswoms and Hindu Religious Institutions, which are under
the management of the Ruler of the Covenanting State Of CochlEl
under Scction 50 G of the Government of Cocbin Act XI( of “1.‘3
M. E. ot under the provisions of the Cochin Hindu Religious Tnsti-
wtions Act, I of 1081 M. E. and all -their properties and funds and
of the estates under the management of the Dévaswom Department
of the Covenanting State of Cochin, shall with effect from the first
day of August 1949 vest ina Board known by the name of 'the
Cochin Devaswom Beard: '

Provided that the regulation and control of all rituals and
ceremenies in the Temple of Sree Poornathrayeesa at Trippunithura
£ . in the Pazayannore Bhagavathy Temp'c at Pazayannore shall
contisee 10 be exercised as hitherto by the Ruler of Cochin,

(&) The Board referred to in sub clause (¢} of this Article
ssal cossist of Three Hindu Members, one of whom shall be
nomz::z;d b){ the Ruler of the Covenanting State of Travancore,
i—nc by tbe Hindus among the Council of Ministers, and one elected
E:va':l;e Hindu Members of the Legislative ‘Assembly of tho United
b !{): The Board.rcfcrrcd (o in sub-clause (d) of this article
:T‘el ‘consist of'ﬂ?rcc Hindu Members, one of whom shall be nomi-
.:."LS‘C_; tie Ruler of the covepanting State of Cochin, one by
1;: ?J‘muus among the Council of Ministers, and one elected by
the H,:r;d\u .‘ﬁcmbm of the Legislative Assembly of the United State.
CCprfaf) ;:dch of the aforesaid Boards shall be a separate body

¢ having perpetual succession and a common seal with

powers 1o hold and acquire properties and shall by its name sue and

be sued.
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le 9. The Raj Pramukh.shall, within a fort
pointed day, sxccute on behalf of the United State a
of Accession in accordance with the provisions of Section 6
‘Government of Tndia Act 1935, and in place of the Instru
of Accession of the Covenanting States; and he shall, by
Instrument accept as matters with - respect to which the ‘Dominion
Lepislature may make laws for the United State all the matters
mentioned in List 1 and List 17T of the Seventh Schedule to the said
Act, except the entriesin List T relating to any tax or duty,
Provided that nothing in this Artcle shall be deemed to pre-
vent the Raj Pramukh from accepting by a Supplementary Instru«
ment any or all of the entries in the said List I relating to any tax
or duty as matters with respect to which the Dominion Legislature
may make laws for the United State; and in'doingso the Raj
Pramukh may specify the limitations, if any,.subject to which the
sowsr of the Dominion Legislature to make laws f(or the United
State in respect of such matters, and th: exercise of the Executive
suthority of the Dominion in the United State are respectively to be
subject. , 2041 LT RS
Article 10, (1) There shall bea Legislature for the United
State consisting of the Raj Pramukh .and the Legislative Assem=
bly. - R S B ERE B .
(2. All persons, who, immediately before the appointed
dzy, arc members of the Representative Body of Travancore oy
e Legislative Assembly of Coehin, shall, on that day become
members of the Legislative Assevnbly of the United State.
(3) If immediately before the appointed day any vacancy
exists in the membership of the Representative Body of Travan-
core or the Legislative Assembly of Cochin, it shall he deemed to
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‘ been entered into.

- provisions of this Covenant, have

sﬁip of the Legislative Assembly of

i ¢ch vacancy and any vacancy that
e asginst‘:ad day shall be filled in the same
been filled if this Covenant had not

g vacaney in the member

ted Statc shall, subject to the
full power to make laws for
as to the Constitution of

(4) 7The Legislature of the Uni

the United State, including provisions:

~ the United State, within the frame work of this Covenant and
- the Constitution of India, ; :

Articl: 11, Until a Constitution framed or adopted by the
Legislature comes into operation, the Raj Pramukh shall have
power to make and promulgate Ordinances for the peace and
good Government of ihe United State oi- any part thereof, and

~any Ordinance so made shall for the space of not more than six

months from its promulgation, have the like force of law as an
Act of the Legislature, but any such Ordinance may be controlled
or superseded by any such Act.

Article 12, If at any time, before a Constitution framed or
adopted hy the Legislature comes into operation, the Raj
Pramukh is satisfied that a situation has arisen, in which the
Government of the United State cannot be carried onin accor-
dance with the provisions of this Covenant, he may, with the
pnotj concurrence of the Government of India, by Préc]amation~~

(?)' d_eclare that his functions shall to such extent as may
g‘ee?ipﬁcx;fwd in the Proclamation, be exercised by him in his dis-

(b) Assumeito himsélfallor any of i
S any of the powers vested in or
exercisable by any authqrity or body within the United State :

e And any such Px:oplamation may contain such incidenta]
consequential provisions-ag may appear to higf neeessary or
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!desiruble for giving effect to the objects of the Proclamation, in.
cluding provisions for suspending, in whole or part, the operation

of any provisions of this Covenant, or o '
provisions relating to any authority or body in the United State:

Provided that nothing in this Article shall ‘authorise the

Raj Pramukh to assume to himself any of the powers vested in
or exercisable by a High Court, or to suspend, elther in wlole o¥
in part the operation of any law relating to a High Court.

dr0cle 19, Until a Constitution framed or adopted by the
Legisiature comes into operation, the Raj Pramukh and the
Council of Ministers shall,’in the exercise of their functions
coraply with such directions, if any, as may from time to time be
givea by the Government of India.

Article 14 (1) The Ruler of each Covenanting State shall

be entitled to receive annually from the revenue of the United
State for his privy purse the amounts specified against that
Cuvenanting-State in the Schedule ! : X

Proviced that the sums specified in the Schedule in res-
pect of the Ruler of Travancore shall be payable only to the
present Ruler and not to his successors, for whom provisions
will be made subsequently by the Government of India.

2 The szid amount is intended to cover all the expenses
of the Puler including expenses on residences and ceremonies
and shell neither be increased nor reduced for any reason what-
soever.

(& The United State shall pay the said amount to.the Ruler
in four egual instalments at the beginning of each quarter in
2dvance,

(4) The said 2mount shall be free of all taxes whether im-
poeed hy the Government of the United State ov by the Govern-
ment cf India, ; :
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S | ing State shall
Article 15. (1) The Ruler of each Covengnting i
be entitled to the( full ownership, use and epJoymglrlt Ofi :11 F"tglvﬁﬁ
properties (as distinct from State properties) be onging '
immediately before the appointed day. ;

. : ja in the
(2) He shall furnish to the Government of India in tl
Ministry of States before the first day.of September 1949, an in-

ventory of all immovable property, securities and cash» ba}:a;’.ceS.

held by him as such private property. ; s

(3) Ii any dispute arises as to whether any item of property
is the private property of the Ruler or State property, it shall be
referred to such person as thé Government of India may nominate
in consultation with the Ruler of Travancore or Cochin ds the

binding or all parties concerned.

Article 16, The Ruler of -each Covenanting State, as also
the members of his family, shall be entitled to all the personal
privileges, dignities and titles enjoyed by them, whether Awithin
Or outside the territories of the State, jimediately befowe. the
I5th day of August, 1947, "' - Ty

case may te, and the decision of that person shall be final and

drticle I7. (1) The succession, dccording to law and custon,

to the ga.idi of each Covenanting State and to the personal rights,
Privileges,
guaranteed,

(2) Every question of disputed succession in regard to a

Covenanting Sfate shall be decided by the Raj Pramukh after.

referring it to the High Court of the United State and in
accordance with the opinion given by that High Court.

Article 18, No enquiry shall be made nor any action taken
by or under the authority of the United State or the Government
of India, znd no proceedings shall lie in any court, against the
Ruler of any covenanting State, whether in his personal ca.pacity
or otherwise, in respect of anything done or omitted to be: done
by him or under his authority during the period of his admini-
stration of that Covenanting State. ;

Ariicle 19. (1) The United State hereby guarantees either
the coxtinuance in service of the permanent members/: the

(}..

dignities and titles of the Ruler thereof, is hereby
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“public services of either Covenanting State on conditions which"
“will not be less advantageous than those on which they are
- serving immediately before the appointed day or the -payment

of reasonable compensation or retirement on proportionate
peusion.

(2) The United State further guarantees the continuance
of pensions and leave salaries sanctioned by competent authori-
ties in cither Covenanting State to members of the public
services (civil and military) of the State, who have retired, or
proceeded on leave preparatory to retirement; and the compas-

sionate allowances granted to dependents.of deceased members

of those services before the appointed day,

Article 20. Except with the previous sanctioncf the Raj
Pramukh, no proceedings, civil or criminal, shall be instituted
against any person in respect of any act done or purporting to he
done in the execution of his duty as a servant of either Covenant:
ing State before the appointed day. :

Article 27, Notwithstanding anything contained in the pre-
ceeding provisions of this Covenant, the Rulers of Travancore and
Cochin shall continue to have and exercise their present powers
of suspension, remission or commutation of death sentences in
respect of any person who may have been or is hereafter
sentenced to death for capital offences committed within the
territories of Travancore or Cochin as the CaSe may be.

Articlo 22. Nothing in this Covenant shall be construed as
Preventing the Government of the United State from taking
over the administration of the whole or any part of any area
Inciuded within a province of India on such terms and conditions

as may be agreed upon by the Government of the United State
and the Government of India, .




Rama Varma Ay
Maharaja of Travancore.
Rama Varma

Maharaja of Cochin, ..

Thrippunithura,
_29th May 1949,

The Government of India, hereby .concur in the above Covenant and

gueranice ali s provisions, In confirmati: womreof, Me) Vapal Pangunni -

; ﬂcmm, Adviser to the Government of India in the Adinistry of States, appends his
‘? Signature on dehalf and with the authority of the Governnent of India,
E : V. P. Menon s :
; Adviser to the Government of India, A
Ministry of States, '
qvx(t/{l éé} < :
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